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NEWS FROM HERON ROCKS FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
NOVEMBER  2010 

 

 

 
In the spring we elected a new board and some from the previous board stepped down. One 
of these was Bev Lownie who for years took on the responsibility of the News Letter that 
came to you 3 times a year. This is a huge job and we, the board, got involved with other 
pressing issues that are noted below. We are trying to resolve this gap but it appears none 
of us have skills or energy required for a newsletter editor. 
 
 
PRESENT BOARD:    Muggs Sigurgierson (chair), Rudy Rogalsky (treasurer), Vicki Bale 
(Vice Chair), Maureen Tierney, Gemma (Pat) Colin, Daniel Arbor, Josi Fletcher, Phyl 
Robinson, Sarah du Plessis, Elspeth Armstrong, Anna Zielinski. 
 
We give a hundred thanks to our out going board members -- Bev Lownie, Florette Maclean, 
Ondrea Rogers, Ron Sitter and Roberta Pagdin for the hours of their willing energy and 
cheerful spirits. 
 

WEB SITE:       heronrocks.ca 
 

Check us out!! Welcome to our new website! This is the beginning of a new way of 
communicating with our membership-we hope you like it. We hope to bring you news of 
upcoming and past events, work parties, great photos of Heron Rocks property and the 
changing seasons, interesting undertakings, worthy causes and what ever else we think you 
may want to hear about. The website is still being " tweaked" and we are learning to use it.... 
so bear with us. 

If you have any suggestions, comments or contributions, we would love to hear from you.  
We would like to know if you are able to receive your newsletter electronically via the 
website.  This would help us cut down on paper, mailing costs, and time.  So, when you 
renew your membership, please send us your e -mail address if you would like to receive 
your newsletter electronically.  Thank you! 

 
 

ANNEX 

There is a much-needed major renovation underway. This is an old building and it has some 
rot and other problems, which is not surprising. The Annex has had the front (shed roofed 
add on) and porch totally torn off and replaced with a new room. The new roofline will be in 
line with the roofline of the existing building.  The fireplace and chimney have been torn out, 
which will give us much more room for meetings and events. There is a new metal roof 
being installed in the next couple of weeks, three new windows and a large sliding glass 
front door. Once the building shell is completed, work on the inside will move ahead.  This 

http://heronrocks.ca/
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will include electrical upgrades, insulation, drywall, a pine ceiling and other cosmetic 
improvements. When the work is finished, the Annex will be in much better shape physically 
as well as being more functional.  We are very excited about these changes and the 
possibilities for better use of the building. We will post some pictures of the renovations on 
the website so you can view the progress. 

  
 
 
 
THE PEACE GARDEN 
 
The garden group has been looking at the Peace Garden with an eye to consideration of 
these points: 
1) Hilary’s legacy for the garden and keeping her favorite plants. 
2) Accessibility for the public while respecting the spaces of the two residents. 
3) Getting a design that incorporates the beauty of the plants and their surroundings with 
     ease of maintenance.  
 
So far this summer and fall we have had four workdays for the garden. The first meeting 
with all interested parties was a discussion of how the present design worked or didn't work 
and we kicked around ideas for change. This was my first introduction to the garden. 
The next workdays were much more physical as we got many overhanging branches off of a 
wild cherry tree and cleared out a fresh space for a new compost box. 
Next we tackled three forms of mint that have taken up residence among the keeper plants.  
That work continues as we dig out plants to pot for the sale in May and to replant here when 
we finalize a plan. As with any garden, work continues... 
 
 
INVASIVE PLANTS 
 
Daphne, an aggressive invasive plant was out of control and there was not enough energy 
for their removal by volunteers alone. It was decided to hire Elisa Fortune to take on the job 
and she removed 7400 plants over 16 hours of work. The Daphne had spread over the 
entire property with vast numbers of mature plants on the ocean side on the property. Elisa 
is now too busy to complete the project but the hardest parts have been done. The 
remaining plants will be removed by volunteers, and this will be a major accomplishment in 
the on going control of Daphne and our commitment to good land stewardship. 
 
THE GROUNDS  
 
 Last winter there were several trees removed just above the hill that were classified as 
dangerous due to rot and/or leaning over the driveway. Dan Hamilton was hired to cut and 
chip. Volunteers did the clean up. Branches were gathered and chipped and those too large 
were pilled for a large bon fire that happened in mid October 2010. Any usable wood was 
removed for firewood.  There was another big clean up and fire at the same work party to 
get rid of all the bits and pieces that had to be removed from the annex.  
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LITERARY LUNCHES 
 
We sponsor four speakers for the Literary Lunches held at New Horizons every Thursday 
throughout the winter. We were lucky to get Art Martell who told about a push by CPAWS to 
get Federal and Provincial governments to approve a proposed protected marine area 
surrounding the Scott Islands. The islands are located off the north end of Vancouver Island 
and a large area of surrounding ocean provides food for TWO POINT TWO MILLION birds. 
Letters in support of this protected area are all important. There will be a more detailed 
report on our web site or contact a board member if you wish to support this project. 
 
 
UNDER THE MAPLE TREE 

 
The Under the Maple series this summer included four fascinating sessions that were all 
very different from each other and all very well attended.  
 The first talk was by Donna and Basil du Plessis on oyster farming. The entire cycle from 
seed to harvesting was described, and we could all understand how this unique kind of 
coastal enterprise could become a family affair.  The next session was a hands-on course in 
hand drumming, with Ron Sitter.  As always, this one was enjoyed by all ages. Then Amy 
Robson gave us an eye-opening outline of the problems with many invasive plant species 
on the island. She also included a list of good alternative plants we could use in their place.  
 The last talk in the summer series was by Butch Leslie, on "War Resistance, Then, and 
Now".  He explained how policies in Canada have become more restrictive in supporting 
people who come across the border to avoid going to war. He will be giving this talk again at 
the Literary Lunch on November 18th at New Horizons. 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
We have been unable to remind you of your membership renewal date because this 
information goes out with the newsletter and is found on the address label. I would ask that 
you please check the label for the date. We apologize for the delayed newsletter and 
although it does not have the professional format of previous letters we thought that 
information trumped form. We hope that you will renew your membership as we very much 
value your continued support. 
 


